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Experts announce that the world’s worst invasive ladybird is now established in Ireland
The harlequin ladybird, a native to Asia, has been rapidly spreading around the world and has begun its invasion of Ireland. Dr. Roy Anderson of Ladybirds of Ireland has confirmed that there are breeding populations in Cork City and Co. Carlow. To date, there had only been 10 confirmed reports of individual harlequin ladybirds but the most recent reports have shown that this species is now reproducing here. 

Dr. Anderson “the confirmation of breeding populations in Ireland increases the threat level to Ireland’s native ladybirds. The harlequin is now likely to rapidly expand its range with negative consequences”. The 2-spot and 10-spot ladybirds, both native, have been particularly affected in Britain as harlequin adults and larvae compete with and predate the larvae of these species.
Homeowners could see large, heavily spotted ladybirds taking up residence in their home this winter. Harlequin ladybirds tend to overwinter in buildings and they can be a nuisance when they gather in large numbers. In some cases these gatherings of ladybirds can number in the hundreds or indeed thousands of individuals. They can secrete a yellow defensive liquid when disturbed. This can stain surfaces and smells like nail polish remover. 
Colette O’ Flynn, manager the National Invasive Species Database is asking people to report any sightings of the harlequin ladybird. Colette said that “without people reporting the harlequin ladybirds we would not have the valuable data to help us understand the level of invasion, distribution and spread of this species in Ireland”. She urges people to access the Spot the Alien online portal where they can access identification, recording materials and importantly, submit their sightings of the harlequin ladybird.  

As its name suggests, the harlequin ladybird is highly variable in colour and also in the number of spots. However some of the main features that distinguish it from Ireland’s 15 native ladybird species are its relatively large size (6-8mm long), more domed shape, bright orange body colour and a large number of spots (16-21) in its typical form compared to our common 7-spot ladybird.  There is a black form which has four large red spots on a black background.  Look out also for the black larva which has a distinctive orange L-shape on each side plus 4 orange spines towards the rear.   The back of the larva is ornamented with an array of thick black spines.  The only native ladybird with spined larvae is the eyed ladybird but this lacks the orange markings.  The pupa is usually seen sitting on stems and leaves and is roughly ladybird shaped but more square and is bright orange with scattered black spots. 
Go to http://invasives.biodiversityireland.ie to get more information on the Spot the Alien scheme. To assist with verification please submit a photo if possible.    
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· Photos are available – e-mail coflynn@biodiversityireland.ie to request them. 
· Colette O’ Flynn is available for interviews 

· Dr. Roy Anderson is available for interviews

· Dr. Roy Anderson is an ecological consultant and national expert for many invertebrate groups

· The Harlequin ladybird has been dubbed ‘the most invasive ladybird on Earth’ and ‘the fastest spreading invasive insect in Europe’. It is also listed as one of Europe’s 100 of the Worst Invasive Species by the EU funded project ‘Delivering Alien Invasive Species Inventories for Europe’. 

· The Spot the Alien recording scheme is targeted at three species: The New Zealand flatworm the red lily beetle and the harlequin ladybird.

· The scientific name of the New Zealand flatworm is Arthurdendyus triangulatus, the scientific name for Red lily beetle is Lilioceris lilii and the scientific name for Harlequin ladybird is Harmonia axyridis. 

· To date, the majority of red lily beetle sightings is from Cork City.
· Colette O’ Flynn is Manager of the National of the Invasive Species Database 
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The National Invasive Species Database provides up-to-date centralised information on the distribution of invasive species in Ireland. It answers the questions: What invasive species do we have in Ireland? Where exactly are they? The database has been developed as a resource to assist recording, monitoring and surveillance programmes, and provides the infrastructure for development of an early warning system for invasive species.  

The associated website: http://invasives.biodiversityireland.ie is a portal to the searchable database that is linked to interactive GIS distribution maps with full record information on invasive species sightings.  The website also contains Species Alerts that are issued when confirmed sightings of potentially invasive species arrive in Ireland.
The National Invasive Species Database is funded by The Heritage Council and was established by the National Biodiversity Data Centre in 2008. 
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Website: www.habitas.org.uk/ladybirds/ 
Ladybirds of Ireland is a project dedicated to the study and recording of Irish Ladybirds. It is coordinated by Dr. Roy Anderson and hosted by the National Museums of Northern Ireland. 
